


POLICY STATEMENT

BUILDING SEWER CONNECTIONS
AND
SEWER MAIN INSTALLATIONS

DEFINITIONS:

Director - Director of Public Works of the City of Woonsocket, Rhode
Island, or his authorized representative.

Di’ainlayer - Drainlayer licensed by the City of Woonsocket, Director of
Public Works. _

Engineer- City of Woonsocket, Rhode Island, City Engineer, or his authorized
representative,

Master Plumber - Master Plumber licensed by the State of Rhode Island.

Plan - A drawing prepared, stamped, and signed by a State of
Rhode Island Professional Engineer.

Sketch - - A drawing prepared by the Rhode Island licensed Master

Plumber or Woonsocket Registered Drainlayer.

All applicable sections of the City of Woonsocket, Department of Public Works,
Engineering Division Permit Manual apply to this Sewer Policy. A copy of which can
be found on the World Wide Web at www.ci.woonsocket.us/perm_sched.htm

All applicable sections of the City of Woonsocket, Code of Ordinances, Section 13, Article
[HI Drainlayers apply to this Sewer Policy.

All applicable sections of the City of Woonsocket, Code of Ordinances, Section 18, WATER
AND SEWERS AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL apply to this Sewer Policy.

INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

A Permittec applying for a permit to work within City highways, City property or private property
shall furnish to the City, prior to the issuance of the permit, certificates of minimum insurance
including automobile, property damage liability, bodily injury liability, and workmen’s
compensation insurance in the amounts determined by the Director. Insurance coverage shall be
reviewed and updated periodically by the City. These certificates shall contain a provision that the
insurance company will notify the City as the certificate holder, by registered mail, at least 15
days in advance of any cancellation or material change.

The following are the minimum insurance requirements:
Workmen's Compensation Statutory

Employers Liability $ 100,000  Each Accident
$ 500,000 Disease-Policy Limit
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$ 100,000  Disease-Each Employee

Automobile Liability $1,000,000 Combined Single Limit
Commercial General Liability $2,000,000  General Aggregate
$2,000,000  Products & Completed
Operations Aggregate

$1,000,000  Personal & Advertising Injury
$1,000,000  Each Occurrence
$ 100,000 Fire Damage (Any one fire)
$ 5,000 Medical Expense Limit
(Any one person)

The City reserves the right to require these amounts to be higher based on the requested permitted
work.

LICENSE REQUIREMENTS

-Permittee shall provide a ‘Competent Person’, as defined by the US Department of Labor
Occupational Safety & Health Administration (OSHA), for the location of the proposed work.

All equipment operators and workers performing work at the proposed location shall hold the
appropriate State of Rhode Island licenses for their responsibilities.

-Sewer and storm water installation and/or repairs shall be performed under the direct supervision
of a licensed Rhode Island Master Plumber or a registered Woonsocket Drain Layer.

-All equipment operators and workers performing work at the proposed location hold the
appropriate licenses for their responsibility.

-All required licenses and/or certificates for work being performed shall be copied and supplied to
the Engineering Division upon submitting a ‘Permit Application’. All required licenses and/or
certificates for work being performed shall be in the possession of the person(s) while performing
the work.

-Water main and/or service repair work shall be performed under the direct supervision

of a licensed Rhode Island Master Plumber with a proper permit.

The PETITION FOR PERMISSION TO CONNECT TO THE WOONSOCKET
REGIONAL WASTEWATER SYSTEM form is located in the Woonsocket
Engineering Division. The petition must be completed and signed by the property
owner(s) or their authorized agent.

a. For permission to install a sewer main a plan must accompany the petition.
b. For permission to connect a sewer lateral a sketch must accompany the petition. The
City Engineer reserves the right to request a plan instead of a sketch.

This petition is then reviewed for approval by the City Engineer, Director of Planning and
Development and the Director of Public Works. There is no fee for this petition.

An APPLICATION FOR_A PERMIT must be filed with the City before preliminary
investigation will be made for permit issue. Standard application forms for this permit may be
secured from the Enginecring Division. Each application form shall be completed and delivered
to the Engineering Division.




An explanation of the application and sketch shall be made either in the space provided on the
application form or a separate sheet, which the Permittee shall attach to the application. Such
diagrams or sketches shall show the location of the work to be done in relation to the
outstanding features of the road, such as property lines, intersections, pavement lines,
sidewalks, trees, drainage structures, and utility poles by number, and the character and extent
of the work.

The Permittee will be required to disclose the methods and materials to be used. In the event the
Permittee discovers that additional work or repairs not designated in the original permit must be
done in the same location, the Permittee must make application to the City for a permit to
authorize the additional work in the same manner as the first permit. When the work proposed
includes excavating in the public way the sketch will show the proposed cut lines including
dimensions and the relation to existing buildings or other features.

Each contractor and/or subcontractor involved with the proposed work shall submit an application
and be issued a permit.
All subcontractors must be approved by the Engineering Division.

Plans and Specifications
When applications are made for a permit involving work of major scope, plans certified by a

Rhode Island Professional Engineer and a Rhode Island Professional Land Surveyor must be
submitted with the application. They should be detailed so that the exact location of the
various parts of the work, the risk of injury to road users, and the probability of damage to
underground utilities, trees, highway structures, and private property can be ascertained. The
office requires four (4) copies of any plans submitted for review. The plans must be approved
by the Director prior to the Permittee obtaining a permit. Attached herein are the Engineering
Division Plan Requirements. '

Utility, street line and property line research may be conducted by appointment only on
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays for 8:30 am to 3:30 pm. Call (401) 767-9213 to schedule

a time.

Rejection of Application

When it appears that the work called for in an application would not conform to City
regulations, or cause substantial or needless damage fo a highway, or create excessive
disturbances to traffic, or exceptionally dangerous conditions not commensurate with the
benefits to the Permittee, the request for permit will be denied.

The Director may refuse to issue a permit to any person or utility when, in his opinion, work
performed under a previous permit issued to the Permittee has not been properly executed or
completed. The permit may also not be issued if said Permittee has failed to reimburse the
City for recoverable charges billed under terms governing any previous work.

The APPLICATION FOR A SEWER CONNECTION, or SEWER APPLICATION for
both building connections and sewer main installations along with the appropriate fee(s), must
be filed with the Engineering Division, 3rd floor of City Hall. The application must be filled
out completely and signed by the property owner and the designated Master Plumber or
Drainlayer.
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There are no sewer connection fees for any structure built before 1985 unless there is a change
in use for the structure, see Sewer Assessments and Connection Fees section 18-34, f (5),
attached. For any structure built after 1985 the sewer connection fee schedule is as follows:

Single-family residences - $400.00
Multi-family residences- $400.00/unit
Commercial- $800.00
Industrial- $800.00

Sewer connection fees and permit fees must be paid on separate checks.

The Master Plumber or Drainlayer will allow 3-4 days for processing of the sewer application
(longer for industrial). The Master Plumber or Drainlayer is advised to call the Engineering
Division at (401) 767-9213 after that time, to check on its status. When the sewer application
has been processed and found acceptable, the Master Plumber or Drainlayer shall pick up the
necessary permits in the Engineering Division at 169 Main Street on the 3rd floor of
Woonsocket City Hall.

A PERMIT TO OCCUPY AND EXCAVATE THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY, or
REPAIR UTILITIES ON PRIVATE PROPERTY, for sewer connection or sewer repair
shall be issued by the Engincering Division to the Master Plumber or Drainlayer. Any sewer
pipe that is accidentally damaged during any excavation work must be permitted for the
necessary repair work.

Sewer Repair-
-Permit fee schedule is $50.00

Each separate contractor involved in the utility work needs to submit a ‘Permit Application’.
-Permit fee schedule for each additional contractor is $10.00

NOTE: A separate permit must be filed for each location. |

This permit and fee is required for all work on a sewer main and/or lateral, regardless of
purpose of repair.

The PERMIT TO MAKE A SEWER CONNECTION (a.k.a. 5-Part Sewer Permit) will be

issued by the Engineering Division, to the designated Master Plumber or Drainlayer. The same
permit is issued for all sewer repairs.

The sewer permit fee schedule for new installations is as follows (there is no fee for the 5-part sewer
permit for sewer repairs):

Single-family residences $15.00
Multi-family residences $25.00
Commercial . $25.00
Industrial (producing only sanitary sewage) $25.00
Industrial (other industrial sewage) $100.00
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Sewer Main Installation fee schedule is as follows:
For All Main Installations (8" or larger in size)- $10.060 plus $5.00/linear foot

Sewer Lateral Installation fee schedule is as follows:
For All Lateral Installations (up to 6™ in size)- $10.00 plus $2.60/linear foot

A 24-hour notice shall be given to the Engineering Division prior to commencement of work.
The Rhode Island Master Plumber or Woonsocket Drainlayer will verify that the Engineering
Division can accommodate their notice of work. The work must be inspected and approved by
the Engineering Division. Said Division is the only Division responsible for inspection of the
building sewer installation from the sanitary sewer main to the foundation of the building, and
for all sewer main installations.

The excavating contractor is responsible to obtain a ‘Dig Safe’ number prior to obtaining a
permit. The ‘Dig Safe’ number shall be provided to the Engineering Division.

Emergency sewer work:

It is understood that sewer emergencies do arise and a 24-hour notice cannot be given. It is the
contractor’s responsibility to contact the Engineering Division to notify them of the
emergency. Permit application(s) and applicable fees can be filed upon completion of the
required work.

Engineering Division 24hr Pager Number- (401) 763-0091

Failure to properly schedule work in advance is not an emergency and will not be treated as .
such. Falsifying an emergency will result in ‘Dig Safe’ being notified for appropriate action to
be taken under State law.

Location of the wye connection will be marked in the field by the Engineering Division only
after an Excavation Permit has been obtained. Said location of Wye is not guaranteed but is
based on available information on file in the Woonsocket Engineering Division.

INSTALLATION - All sewer installations must meet the following specifications:

The contractor(s) performing the sewer work shall furnish all labor, tools, equipment, pipe
and fittings, adapters, couplings, stoppers and/or plugs, jointing materials, crushed stone,
and suitable backfill materials required to handle, lay and joint pipe for sanitary sewers,
including wye connections and pipe for chimneys. The contractor(s) is responsible for
locating, maintaining and connecting all existing connections that are affected by his work.
The contractor(s) shall not discharge sewage onto roadways, into storm sewers or surface
water bodies during the progress of his work.




A: General:

All sewer installations, mains and/or laterals must follow the plan or sketch that was
originally approved by the Engineering Division. Any deviation from the approved plan or
sketch must be approved by the Engineer.

The City Engineer will appoint an inspector for the work, or, at his option, an inspector for
each section of the work, who shall perform their duties under the direction of the City
Engineer. The contractor shall execute his work under the presence of an inspector and
shall afford every facility for inspecting the materials and work at all times. The presence
of the inspector shall not lessen the responsibility of the contractor. The contractor is fully
responsible for all aspects of the work and its satisfactory completion. All pipes are to be
laid under the supervision of an inspector and no pipe is to be covered until it has been
examined by the inspector and authorization is given to backfill the pipe. Any building
sewer connections backfilled before inspection by the Engineering Division shall be re-
excavated for proper inspection.

The trench shall be excavated to the required depth using sheeting, bracing, and drainage, as
per plan or as deemed necessary by the Engineer. The trench bottom must be dry and true to
grade. The barrel of the pipe must be laid on a firm, compacted gravel base, crushed stone base
or other materials as required by the Engineer.

-The minimum pitch allowed for a four-inch (4") pipe for a building connection shall be 1/4"
per foot.
-The minimum pitch allowed for a six —inch (6") pipe for a building connection shall be 1/8"

per foot.
The building sewer connection shall be laid from the public sewer main to the building at a

uniform grade throughout.

Sewer mains are to be installed in the center line of the right-of-way, maintaining a horizontal
distance of ten feet (10') from the water main. See SEWER LINE/WATER MAIN
SEPARATION POLICY FOR DESIGN OF SANITARY SEWERS.

Sewer mains and/or laterals are to be installed at a horizontal distance of ten feet (10") feet
from any water service. Where feasible, sewer mains and/or laterals must pass under water
mains, minimum separation of twenty-four inches (24™). A sewer main and/or lateral may be
allowed to pass over a water main only if glued connections are used with Pressure Rated SCH
40 pipe, and/or the sewer pipe is encased in a larger PVC pipe sleeve extending ten feet (10')
on either side of the crossing. Said sleeve is to be sealed at both ends. See SEWER
LINE/WATER MAIN SEPARATION POLICY FOR DESIGN OF SANITARY SEWERS.













































































































































